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WELCOME

A warm welcome to our members, visitors, and guests!

Morning Service:

Every command God gives is an invitation before it is a boundary.
Our fall series, “The Law of Hospitality,” explores the Ten
Commandments as God’s blueprint for flourishing life. Guided each
week by the Heidelberg Catechism, we’ll discover the law not as a
gate that shuts people out, but as a door that opens our lives to
God and our neighbor. Today, Pastor John preaches on the first
commandment with a sermon on “Loving God First,” from |l
Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

Evening Service:

At 6pm, we gather again to explore the doctrines of our faith. Our
current teaching series is “Speaking of God: A Journey through
Early Christian Faith.” Throughout the fall, we will explore how
early Christians learned to speak about God as “Three-in-One” and
Jesus as “Fully God, Fully Human,” using the Athanasian Creed as
our guide. Tonight, Pastor John will introduce us to Athanasius of
Alexandria, a 3rd century Christian from Egypt, with a teaching on
“The Son Who Is God: Athanasius and the Divinity of Christ.” Join us
for a time of song, discussion, fellowship, and prayer.

Next week:
In the morning, Pastor John will preach on the second
commandment, “Loving God’s Word,” from Il Timothy 3:10-17. In the
evening, Pastor John will teach on “Into the Infinite: Gregory of
Nyssa on Knowing and Loving the Triune God.”




Ordinary Time | New Era CRC | September 20, 2026

Pastor John Medendorp
Accompanist: Mary Mulder

Ordler of Ploratip
Do Come Sto (Foata S/ hedeence
Prelude
Welcome & Call to Worship Psalm 121
Songs of Praise Holy God We Praise Your Name
Blessed Be Your Name
Do OAre Sconciled
Call to Confession Matthew 6:19-24
Prayer of Confession
Assurance of Pardon Ephesians 2:1-10
Guide for Grateful Living: The Ten Commandments
Passing the Peace Somos uno en Cristo/We Are One in Christ Jesus
Children’s Blessing (younger children are invited to children’s worship)
Do Qboar Cooat s Plora
Song of Preparation Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
Confession Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 34
Scripture Reading Il Corinthians 6:14-7:1
Sermon Loving God First: The First Commandment

Song of Response (older children are invited to sermon discussion groups)

Savior LiRe a Shepherd Lead Us
Do Sapond witt (Fraticude

Church Family Time

Congregational Prayer

Offering & Special Music General Fund
Closing Song Thuma Mina/Send Me Lord
Blessing
Doxology
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e For Sharon Veltman’s son Timothy Veltman. He was removed from
intubation, but because of complications, he was put back on. Please pray
for healing for him.

» For those recovering from recent surgeries and illnesses.

e For those who cannot currently worship with us in person: Tom and Carol
DeMeester, Flossie Meyers, Joan Wybenga, Patti Buursma, Pam Stenberg,
Loie Hoekstra and others.

e For all who journey with cancer: Mary Weesies,Henry Hoekstra, Jim
VanderWerp and others.

e For all who journey with mental health, depression, anxiety, and
dementia.

e For all who live under the threat of war and violence in Mexico, Sudan,
Congo, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, Iran, and so many other places. Come
quickly, Lord Jesus!

For our sponsored Missionaries:
Pablo & Sheryl Canché in Mexico.

Jeffrey & Evelyn Hough in Muskegon.

Jeff & Kristi Schmidt with Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Church Planter in Himachal Pradesh, India.

For Pastor Jose and Kathy as they work to plant Iglesia Nueva Era.

Offering Information
Today’s offering is for the Local GEMS
Last Week’s offering was for the General Fund
Farmer’s Market: $31.00
Cadets Local: $50.00
GF Envelope: $2,730
Loose: $173.00 Total: $2,984
Next weeks offering is for the General Fund.




Friday Volunteer Crew at the new Christian School

9/22
/ 4775 First Street

8:30- coffee & donuts 2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era
9/18|  9:00-12:00- clean up contact: Scott Meyers
MANNA Monday Bible study, GEMS, Cadets, and
9/21 6:00 pm Dinner connect Groups will meet after
dinner in designated spaces.
Tuesday Coffee Break Lesson 2- Esther
9:30-11:15

9/24  9:00-3:00

Thursday New Era CRC Sanctuary

Monday Girls Gathering for Christ

9/28 6:30 PM Narthex contact: Jacque Weesies
Sunday Sunday
Weekly SCthUle September 20 September 27
Elder in charge ®an Mulder Greg Vriesman
“]-Iospitality Elder Winston Adema Pan Mulder
®eacon in Charge TJose Jimenez Oexter Weesies
“Hospitality ®eacon Dexter Weesies Jose Jimenez
‘Henry & Margaret Bruinsma ‘Henry & Terri Langerak
Refreshments Oexter & Amy Weesies Garry & Mary Weesies
N Kate E.
r
ursery Tade M.
Teacher: Beth Schultz Teacher:
Children’s Worship Helper: Keri Hall Helper: Kate Eilers
Helper: Helper:




September Council Corner

Council is the governing body of the church, composed of the elders and deacons together with the minister.

Council met Wednesday, September 9. Here is a summary of that meeting:

e The Deacons are developing the 2027 budget and welcome input.

e The Deacons reported that giving is steady, but expenses are up from last year. We
are providing for many benevolence cases, and we are able to do so because the
congregation gives faithfully in support of the benevolence fund.

e Pastor Jose reported on two Spanish Bible studies that will be starting this fall: A
group will meet during Manna Mondays in the downstairs classroom (next to the
nursery), and another will meet on the second and fourth Saturday of the month in
the narthex.

e Pastor John reported on a children’s program for Manna Mondays that will fill the
gap between nursery and GEMS/Cadets. Pastor John is also working on a small group
ministry for 2027.

e Pastor John, Dennis Hughes, and JJ Natte were appointed as delegates for the fall
meeting of Classis Muskegon, which will meet at New Era CRC on September 24. A
draft ministry plan for classis was discussed.

e Received a thank you note from Love INC for our “We Love Love” Appreciation Dinner.

MANNA MONDAY Child Care

The nursery will be available during Manna Monday. Please use the link to sign-up to be a volunteer.
Any questions please contact Andrea Farver.

www.signupgenius.com/go/10CO0A45A8A629A3FECE9-65440454-necrc#/
Nursery care: MWL/

There is care for children ages 3 and under in the nursery downstairs. Please sign your children in and
out

Children’s worship:

Children will be invited to the front of the sanctuary and may follow the teacher to the children’s classroom

downstairs. Older children are now invited to stay for the sermon, after which they will be invited to gather
downstairs (with cookies!) for a time of reflection and discussion on the sermon. Children are encouraged to
use their bible study journals during the service to take notes and follow along with the sermon.

Teachers and helpers:

Children’s worship sign-up sheet at the clipboard has been updated for this new season.
For nursery: use this link or contact Andrea Farver.
www.signupgenius.com/go/10CO0A45A8A629A3FECE®-65110002-necrc#/

If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery or children’s worship:
Nursery: Andrea Farver
Children’s Worship: Sharon Zoller




Sermon Notes




Announcements & Activities
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Nursery & Children’s

Worship Volunteers

Thank you to all of you who have offered to

work with our Nursery, Children's Worship,

GEMS, and Cadets this year.

If you did not take the Safe Church Training
September of 2025, you will need to register
to be approved by watching the online class.
Please contact Adriana at the NECRC office

for the link to take the training before your

turn arrives to work with our youth.
Once you have watched the training, we will
submit your name for a background check.
If you have any questions, please call
Sharon Zoller, 231-742-0216.

Women'’s Fellowship

Women's Fellowship- We will be starting a
new season with the Life Guide study titled,
Christian Character. We will be looking at
twelve lessons designed to help us grow in
Godly character, to awaken us to the
character of a true disciple, and to move us
to hunger and thirst after righteousness. Join
us on Manna Monday evenings 6:45- 8:00 to
encourage each other on our path to a closer
relationship to God.

Ballot Nominations

Nomination forms are available for the 2027
council. We are seeking nominations for 2
elders and 1 deacon to serve 3-year terms
beginning in January 2027. Please prayerfully
consider and nominate those who you feel
God has called and equipped to help our
congregation follow God’s will together.
Nominations are due next Sunday!

Classis Muskegon, our regional body of
Christian Reformed Churches, will meet this
Thursday, September 24, from 9am-3pm at
New Era CRC. At this meeting, a new ministry
plan for classis will be presented, a member of
Second CRC in Fremont will be examined for a
license to exhort, and the job description for
Pastor Jose’s position will be presented for
approval. This is the first step to Pastor Jose
being ordained as a Commissioned Pastor in the
CRC. ALl are welcome to attend as guests.
Pastor John, Elder Dennis Hughes, and Deacon
JJ Natte will attend as voting
delegates from our church.

CALL fr

Volunteers are needed for projects
at the new Christian school.
Friday 9am-12pm

Each Friday we meet at 8:30a at 2752
Hillcrest Dr., New Erq, for coffee and
donuts, then from 9-12 we start working.
If you would like to help, show up on
Friday, or contact

Scott Meyers.

MANNA Monday
Manna Monday begins THIS
Monday September 21 at 6 pm.

Please consider cooking or assisting with Manna
Mondays. We currently need volunteers to cook,
assist, and clean-up crews.

PLEASE contact Jacque Weesies at
517-525-4787 or email at

dutchheritagel @yahoo.com to volunteer or to
ask questions.

This much anticipated activity provides a meal
for those attending Children’s Bible study,
Gems, Cadets, Men's Bible Study, Women's
Fellowship, and Spanish Bible study.



	New Era Christian Reformed Church
	Loving God First:
	The First Commandment
	The 10 Commandments | Fall 2026

	WELCOME
	Morning Service:
	Every command God gives is an invitation before it is a boundary. Our fall series, “The Law of Hospitality,” explores the Ten Commandments as God’s blueprint for flourishing life. Guided each week by the Heidelberg Catechism, we’ll discover the law not as a gate that shuts people out, but as a door that opens our lives to God and our neighbor. Today, Pastor John preaches on the first commandment with a sermon on “Loving God First,” from II Corinthians 6:14-7:1.

	Evening Service:
	At 6pm, we gather again to explore the doctrines of our faith. Our current teaching series is “Speaking of God: A Journey through Early Christian Faith.” Throughout the fall, we will explore how early Christians learned to speak about God as “Three-in-One” and Jesus as “Fully God, Fully Human,” using the Athanasian Creed as our guide. Tonight, Pastor John will introduce us to Athanasius of Alexandria, a 3rd century Christian from Egypt, with a teaching on “The Son Who Is God: Athanasius and the Divinity of Christ.” Join us for a time of song, discussion, fellowship, and prayer.

	Next week:
	In the morning, Pastor John will preach on the second commandment, “Loving God’s Word,” from II Timothy 3:10-17. In the evening, Pastor John will teach on “Into the Infinite: Gregory of Nyssa on Knowing and Loving the Triune God.”

	Ordinary Time | New Era CRC | September 20, 2026
	Prelude
	Welcome & Call to Worship                                                            Psalm 121
	Songs of Praise                                            Holy God We Praise Your Name
	Blessed Be Your Name
	Call to Confession                                                               Matthew 6:19-24
	Prayer of Confession
	Assurance of Pardon                                                           Ephesians 2:1-10
	Guide for Grateful Living: The Ten Commandments
	Passing the Peace                Somos uno en Cristo/We Are One in Christ Jesus
	Children’s Blessing          (younger children are invited to children’s worship)
	Song of Preparation                                    Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
	Confession                                             Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 34
	Scripture Reading                                                        II Corinthians 6:14-7:1
	Sermon                                          Loving God First: The First Commandment
	Song of Response    (older children are invited to sermon discussion groups)
	Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us
	Church Family Time
	Congregational Prayer
	Offering & Special Music                                                            General Fund
	Closing Song                                                         Thuma Mina/Send Me Lord
	Blessing
	Doxology                                                                      Glory Be to the Father

	Order of Worship
	We Come Into God’s Preseence
	We Are Reconciled
	We Hear God’s Word
	We Respond with Gratitude
	Prayer Requests
	For our sponsored Missionaries:
	Pablo & Sheryl Canché in Mexico.
	Jeffrey & Evelyn Hough in Muskegon.
	Jeff & Kristi Schmidt with Wycliffe Bible Translators.
	Church Planter in Himachal Pradesh, India.
	For Pastor Jose and Kathy as they work to plant Iglesia Nueva Era.
	Offering Information
	Today’s offering is for the Local GEMS
	Last Week’s offering was for the General Fund
	Friday Volunteer Crew at the new Christian School
	8:30- coffee & donuts                   2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era
	9:00-12:00- clean up                     contact: Scott Meyers
	MANNA Monday                     Bible study, GEMS, Cadets, and
	6:00 pm Dinner                           connect Groups will meet after
	dinner in designated spaces.
	Tuesday Coffee Break           Lesson 2- Esther
	9:30-11:15
	4775 First Street
	Thursday                  New Era CRC Sanctuary
	9:00-3:00
	Monday Girls Gathering for Christ
	6:30 PM Narthex                         contact: Jacque Weesies



	Weekly Schedule
	September 20
	September 27
	Elder in charge
	Dan Mulder
	Greg Vriesman

	Hospitality Elder
	Winston Adema
	Dan Mulder

	Deacon in Charge
	Jose Jimenez
	Dexter Weesies

	Hospitality Deacon
	Dexter Weesies
	Jose Jimenez

	Refreshments
	Henry & Margaret Bruinsma
	Dexter & Amy Weesies
	Henry & Terri Langerak
	Garry & Mary Weesies

	Nursery
	Children’s Worship
	Kate E.
	Jade M.
	Teacher: Beth Schultz
	Helper: Keri Hall
	Helper:
	Teacher:
	Helper: Kate Eilers
	Helper:



	September Council Corner
	Council is the governing body of the church, composed of the elders and deacons together with the minister.
	Council met Wednesday, September 9. Here is a summary of that meeting:
	The Deacons are developing the 2027 budget and welcome input.
	The Deacons reported that giving is steady, but expenses are up from last year. We are providing for many benevolence cases, and we are able to do so because the congregation gives faithfully in support of the benevolence fund.
	Pastor Jose reported on two Spanish Bible studies that will be starting this fall: A group will meet during Manna Mondays in the downstairs classroom (next to the nursery), and another will meet on the second and fourth Saturday of the month in the narthex.
	Pastor John reported on a children’s program for Manna Mondays that will fill the gap between nursery and GEMS/Cadets. Pastor John is also working on a small group ministry for 2027.
	Pastor John, Dennis Hughes, and JJ Natte were appointed as delegates for the fall meeting of Classis Muskegon, which will meet at New Era CRC on September 24. A draft ministry plan for classis was discussed.
	Received a thank you note from Love INC for our “We Love Love” Appreciation Dinner. 
	MANNA MONDAY Child Care
	www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A8A629A3FECE9-65440454-necrc#/
	Nursery care:
	There is care for children ages 3 and under in the nursery downstairs. Please sign your children in and out.


	Children’s worship:
	Children will be invited to the front of the sanctuary and may follow the teacher to the children’s classroom downstairs. Older children are now invited to stay for the sermon, after which they will be invited to gather downstairs (with cookies!) for a time of reflection and discussion on the sermon. Children are encouraged to use their bible study journals during the service to take notes and follow along with the sermon.

	Teachers and helpers:
	Children’s worship sign-up sheet at the clipboard has been updated for this new season.
	For nursery: use this link or contact Andrea Farver.
	www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A8A629A3FECE9-65110002-necrc#/
	If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery or children’s worship:
	Nursery: Andrea Farver
	Children’s Worship: Sharon Zoller


	Sermon Notes
	Scripture:  II Corinthians 6:14-7:1

	Announcements & Activities
	Nursery & Children’s Worship Volunteers
	Thank you to all of you who have offered to work with our Nursery, Children's Worship, GEMS, and Cadets this year.
	If you did not take the Safe Church Training September of 2025, you will need to register to be approved by watching the online class. Please contact Adriana at the NECRC office for the link to take the training before your turn arrives to work with our youth.
	Once you have watched the training, we will submit your name for a background check.
	If you have any questions, please call Sharon Zoller, 231-742-0216.
	Volunteers are needed for projects at the new Christian school.

	Women’s Fellowship
	Friday 9am-12pm

	MANNA Monday
	Manna Monday begins THIS Monday September 21 at 6 pm.
	Ballot Nominations



