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Morning Service: 
From the first chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of
Revelation, scripture is full of stories of trees. This
summer, we are exploring the trees of the Bible, and
learning what these ancient, patient witnesses have to
teach us about the faithfulness of God. Today, Pastor John
will preach on “The Cedars of Lebanon” from Ezekiel 31. 

Evening Service: 
At 6pm, we gather to explore the doctrines of our faith.
We are currently exploring the Canons of Dort, a 17th
century defense of God’s power in salvation. Tonight,
Pastor John will continue exploring the doctrine of
perseverance with a teaching on “Rhythms of Grace,”
based on the Canons of Dort V.13-14. Join us for a time of
song, discussion, fellowship, and prayer.

Next week:
In the morning, Pastor John will continue our
summer series with “The King of the Trees” from
Judges 9:1-21. In the evening, Pastor John will wrap up
our teaching on perseverance with a teaching on
“What’s at Stake? Faith That Fails to Comfort.”

A warm welcome to our members, visitors, and guests!
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Prayer Requests
For those recovering from recent surgeries and illnesses.

For those who cannot currently worship with us in person: Tom

and Carol DeMeester, Flossie Meyers, Joan Wybenga, Patti

Buursma, Pam Stenberg, Loie Hoekstra and others.

For all who journey with cancer: Henry Hoekstra, Jim VanderWerp

and others.

For all who journey with mental health, depression, anxiety,

and dementia.

For all who live under the threat of war and violence in Mexico,

Sudan, Congo, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, Iran, and so many other

places. Come quickly, Lord Jesus!

For our sponsored Missionaries: 

Pablo & Sheryl Canché in Mexico.

Jeffrey & Evelyn Hough in Muskegon.

Jeff & Kristi Schmidt with Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Church Planter in Himachal Pradesh, India.

Offering Information
Today’s offering is for Fountain Hill.  
Last Week’s offering was for General Fund.
Benevolence: $200.00
Gen. Fund: $5,096
Loose: $87.20
Farmer’s Market: $51.00
Total:$5,434.20
 Next weeks offering is for General Fund.                                                                         



Order of WorshipOrder of Worship

New Era CRC | August 9, 2026
Pastor John Medendorp

 Accompanist: Carole Giberson
        Liturgist: Mark Weesies, Jose Flores, Jennifer Jensen

Prelude
Welcome & Call to Worship                                            from Psalm 121 
God’s Greeting
Songs of Praise                                       Praise to the Lord the Almighty  
                                                           All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name  

Confession & Assurance                                                  from I John 1-2 
Passing the Peace                                               We Are One in the Spirit
 
Children’s Blessing
Church Family  
Offering and Special Music                                       Fountain Hill Center
Congregational Prayer

Song of Preparation                                            How Firm a Foundation 
Memory Verse                                                               Jeremiah 17:7-8

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose confidence is in him;

like a tree planted near the water
that sends out its roots by the stream.

It fears no heat; its leaves are always green. 
It dreads no drought; it never fails to bear fruit.

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading                                                                   Ezekiel 31   
Sermon                                                            “The Cedars of Lebanon“
Closing Song                                   God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength  
Blessing
Doxology                                                               The Trees of the Field  



Sermon NotesSermon NotesSermon Notes
Sermon title: “The Cedars of Lebanon“
Scripture: Ezekiel 31



Council is the governing body of the church, composed of the elders and deacons
together with the minister. 

August Council Corner

Nursery care:
There is care for children ages 3 and under in the nursery downstairs. Please sign your children in and
out.
Children’s worship:
Children’s worship has ended for this season. There are activity bags hanging in the Narthex for the
children. 

Teachers and helpers: 
Children’s worship sign-up sheet at the clipboard has been updated.
For nursery: use this link or contact Andrea Farver.
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A8A629A3FECE9-63792194-nursery#/

If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery or children’s worship:
Nursery: Andrea Farver
Children’s Worship: Sharon Zoller

August 12 council meeting at 7pm. Please send any communication or reports for
council to diane.adema@gmail.com     Diane Adema, clerk of council.

The Latino Outreach Committee met on July 30. Here are
highlights of their meeting:

Pastor Jose is making many connections with farm laborers, soccer clubs,
Latino community leaders, and local families. He is planning to start a small
group Bible study in his home in the fall.
The committee is pursuing ordination as a Commissioned Pastor for Jose to
perform “official acts of ministry” (preaching, sacraments, etc.), as part of his
work. The first step in that process is getting a job description approved by
Classis Muskegon, our regional body of CRC churches. The committee
reviewed a draft job description and forwarded it to council for consideration.
The committee is scheduling conversations with churches in Muskegon,
Grand Haven, and Fremont to secure more financial support for the ministry.
We are already receiving support from Second CRC in Grand Haven,
Ferrysburg CRC, Fruitport CRC, and Providence CRC in Grand Haven.
The committee is applying for grants to purchase more Spanish-language
Bibles, devotionals, and children’s resources to distribute in the community.
Pastor Jose is developing discipleship resources to hopefully begin Bible
studies for children, youth, and adults in the fall.



 Refreshments

 Nursery                    

Elder in charge

Hospitality Elder

Deacon in Charge

Hospitality Deacon

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Sunday

August 16

Friday Volunteer Crew at the new Christian School
8:30- coffee & donuts                   2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era
9:00-12:00- clean up                     contact: Scott Meyers8/14

Pantry Volunteer August 17- September 21-

August 9

Winston Adema

Kent Weesies

Adam Lavely

JJ Natte

Bob & Ruth Eekoff
Winston & Diane Adema

Dy Clark

Mary V.

Dan Mulder

Winston Adema

Jose Jimenez

Dexter Weesies

Jon & Andrea Farver
Steve & Cyndi Natte

Kate E.

Lori W.

Wednesday, Blood Drive in the Narthex 
from 1pm to 6 pm. Contact Jamie W. at 231-719-7293.8/12



Announcements & Activities

Friday 9am-12pm 
Each Friday we meet at 8:30a at
2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era, for
coffee and donuts, then from 9-
12 we start working.
If you would like to help, show up
on Friday, or contact Scott
Meyers.

Volunteers are needed for projects
at the new Christian school.

 Howard Timmer and Sheryl
would like to thank everyone
who jumped into action and
came to our rescue when he had
a health event during Sunday
service. The prayers, calls and
thoughtfulness were greatly
appreciated.

WE LOVE -LOVE INC.WE LOVE -LOVE INC.  
Appreciation DinnerAppreciation Dinner
WE LOVE -LOVE INC. 
Appreciation Dinner

 Date: August 23         Time: 6 PM
On Sunday August 23, we are inviting our
Love Inc. volunteers for a dinner at our

church. Our deacons have put together a
dinner to recognize their dedication and

service to the neighbors in our
community. Please join us at 6pm

downstairs for a prepared meal for our
volunteers at Love INC.  

Please RSVP with Carole Giberson and join
us as we thankfully gather.

NECS is now offering daycare.
Enrollment information is on the table

near the bulletin board.

There will be a blood drive at the
church on Wednesday, August 12th,

from 1pm to 6 pm. We currently
have 13 signed up, with room for

20 more! Please consider donating,
there is currently a global shortage

on donated blood.  To sign up
contact Jamie Westrate at 

231-719-7293.

Blood DriveBlood DriveBlood Drive

This week’s offering is for the Fountain Hill
Center, a non-profit collective of therapists
seeking to support personal and relational
wellbeing through innovative therapeutic,
educational, evaluative, and consulting
services. As the school year approaches,
Fountain Hill’s therapists are seeing that
school age children need more supplies. This
Sunday’s offering will be used by the
Fountain Hill Center to purchase additional
supplies for students in the Shelby schools.
Learn more about Fountain Hill Center,
including individual, family, and group
therapy and counseling services, at
https://fountainhillcenter.org.

Dear Congregation,

https://fountainhillcenter.org/
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