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Morning Service: 
From the first chapter of Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation,
scripture is full of stories about trees. This summer, we are exploring
the trees of the Bible, and learning what these ancient, patient
witnesses have to teach us about the faithfulness of God. Today,
Pastor John concludes our summer series with the White Cedar in his
sermon “The Tree of Life (Remix)” from Revelation 22:1-5.

All are welcome to join us for our ministry kickoff and church
picnic/potluck after the service (even if you didn’t bring a dish to
share, there is plenty to go around!). Enjoy a cup of coffee or
lemonade and visit the table displays hosted by our ministry leaders.
We will have lunch outside or in the church basement, depending on
weather.

Evening Service: 
At 6pm, we will gather for a discussion and sharing time on the
summer series. Our resident horticulturalist, Emily Lavely, will share
her journey of learning to work with fruit trees and how her faith
intersects with the work she does. Join us for a time of song,
fellowship, discussion, and prayer.

Next week:
In the morning, we will welcome Rev. Donald Byker to our pulpit.
Pastor Don is a retired minister in the CRCNA and former member of
our church. Through his career he has served in various ministry roles
in churches, hospitals, group homes, and seminaries. He and Donna
now live in Grand Rapids. He will be preaching on "Finding Honey"
from Proverbs 25:16 and Judges 14:1-20. There will be no evening
service due to the Labor Day holiday weekend.

A warm welcome to our members, visitors, and guests!
W E L C O M E



Order of WorshipOrder of Worship

New Era CRC | August 30, 2026
Pastor John Medendorp

Accompanist: Mary Mulder
Liturgist: Kaydence Schultz, Cole Jensen, Jose Jimenez

Prelude
Welcome & Call to Worship                                                          from Psalm 105 
God’s Greeting
Songs of Praise                                                                            Come Thou Fount
                                                                                              I Am Not My Own 
Confession & Assurance                                                Isaiah 57 / Goodness of God 
Passing the Peace                                                                I Serve a Risen Savior 
Children’s Blessing
Church Family     
Offering and Special Music
Missions
Congregational Prayer
Song of Preparation                                                                            O Jerusalem 
Memory Verse                                                                              Jeremiah 17:7-8

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose confidence is in him;

like a tree planted near the water
that sends out its roots by the stream.

It fears no heat; its leaves are always green. 
It dreads no drought; it never fails to bear fruit.

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading                                                                       Revelation 22:1-5
Sermon                                                                           “The Tree of Life” Remix
Closing Song                                                  View the Present Through the Promise
Blessing
Doxology                                                                               The Trees of the Field



Prayer Requests
For Carole Giberson’s daughter Tricia, and all those affected by the

wildfires out west.

For Jeremy Meyers and Danae Wessman, who will be married in Bayfield,

Wisconsin on Saturday, September 5. 

For those recovering from recent surgeries and illnesses.

For those who cannot currently worship with us in person: Tom and Carol

DeMeester, Flossie Meyers, Joan Wybenga, Patti Buursma, Pam Stenberg,

Loie Hoekstra and others.

For all who journey with cancer: Henry Hoekstra, Jim VanderWerp and

others.

For all who journey with mental health, depression, anxiety, and

dementia.

For all who live under the threat of war and violence in Mexico, Sudan,

Congo, Ukraine, Israel, Palestine, Iran, and so many other places. Come

quickly, Lord Jesus!

For our sponsored Missionaries: 

Pablo & Sheryl Canché in Mexico.

Jeffrey & Evelyn Hough in Muskegon.

Jeff & Kristi Schmidt with Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Church Planter in Himachal Pradesh, India.

Offering Information
Today’s offering is for Missions.
Last Week’s offering was for Love INC.
Loose: 383.00
Envelope: $4,116.92

Total:$ 4,783.92
 Next weeks offering is for Local Cadets.                                              
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Tuesday Coffee Break
9:30-11:15
4775 First Street

 Refreshments

 Nursery                    

Elder in charge

Hospitality Elder

Deacon in Charge

Hospitality Deacon

Weekly Schedule
Sunday Sunday

August 30

Friday Volunteer Crew at the new Christian School
8:30- coffee & donuts                   2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era
9:00-12:00- clean up                     contact: Scott Meyers

Pantry Volunteer September 21-

8/28

Kent Weesies

Dennis Hughes

Carole Giberson

JJ Natte

Greg & Sue Vriesman

Mark & Patti Weesies

Patti W.

Cyndi Natte

Dennis Hughes

Greg Vriesman

Adam Lavely

Carole Giberson

Jim & Mary Vanderwerp
Dan & Sandy Whitaker

Karmen Fox

September 6

Andrea F.

Sunday Ministry FAIR & Potluck
after morning service8/30

Monday Girls Gathering for Christ
6:30 PM Narthex                         contact: Jacque Weesies9/14



Council is the governing body of the church, composed of the elders and deacons
together with the minister. 

September Council Corner

Nursery care:
There is care for children ages 3 and under in the nursery downstairs. Please sign your children
in and out.

Children’s worship:
Children’s worship will begin its new season on September 13. There will be a new
sign up list for teachers or assistants at the mailboxes. 

Teachers and helpers: 
Children’s worship sign-up sheet at the clipboard has been updated.
For nursery: use this link or contact Andrea Farver.
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A8A629A3FECE9-63792194-nursery#/

If you are interested in volunteering in our nursery or children’s worship:
Nursery: Andrea Farver
Children’s Worship: Sharon Zoller

There will be a council executive meeting this Wednesday, Sept. 2 at 7 PM
Please send all agenda items to Diane Adema.

                   Did you know that studies show that when boys have a male teacher
in school, they are more likely to engage in class, excel in their studies, and stay
out of trouble? The same is true in church! In most American congregations,
fewer than 10% of children’s ministry volunteers are men. Without male leaders
in the classroom, boys can grow up thinking that active adult faith is a journey
meant only for women. When men serve alongside our faithful women leaders,
all our children develop stronger roots, have deeper relationships, are more
engaged in worship and ministry, and feel more confident about their faith in all
areas of their life. We encourage men to serve in the following positions: nursery
attendant, children’s worship leader, children’s worship helper, small group
discussion leader, or Cadets counselor.

Men, You Can Make a Difference!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A8A629A3FECE9-65110002-necrc/188171189#/


Sermon NotesSermon NotesSermon Notes
Sermon title: “The Tree of Life” Remix
Scripture: Revelation 22:1-5



Welcome to a new year of
coffeebreak! Your coffeebreak

leaders have been planning
another inspirational year of Bible

Studies for Tuesday mornings
from 9:30 am to 11:15 am at the

New Era Reformed Church. We will
be starting on September 8 , with
lessons on Discover Esther. We will

then study the book of James. 

th

After Christmas break, we will be
using a study book and videos

about the 
“Daring Women of the Bible.” 
Please consider joining us this

year for a friendly and fun
fellowship with some amazing

ladies!
 4775 First Street, New Era

Announcements & Activities

Friday 9am-12pm 
Each Friday we meet at 8:30a at
2752 Hillcrest Dr., New Era, for
coffee and donuts, then from 9-12
we start working.
If you would like to help, show up
on Friday, or contact 
Scott Meyers.

Volunteers are needed for projects
at the new Christian school.

Coffee break

Manna Mondays begin on September
21 at 6 pm. This much anticipated
activity provides a meal for those

attending Gems, Cadets, Men's Bible
Study and Women's Fellowship. Please

consider cooking or assisting with
Manna Mondays. PLEASE contact

Jacque Weesies at 517-525-4787 or
email at dutchheritage1@yahoo.com

to volunteer or to ask questions. 

MANNA Monday

Girls Gathering For Christ will start
fall meetings at 6:30 pm on
September 14,2026. We will

continue studying REALLY BAD GIRLS
of the BIBLE by Liz Curtis Higgs. We
will be starting with Chapter 4. If
you are interested in joining our

group, contact Jacque at
 517-525-4787 to receive a book.

Girls Gathering For Christ 

Pastor Away 
Pastor John will be out of the office this week

for his annual planning retreat. He will be
back in the office September 8.

             Ballot Nominations 
 Nomination forms are available for the 2027
council. We are seeking nominations for 2
elders and 1 deacon to serve 3-year terms
beginning in January 2027. Please prayerfully
consider and nominate those who you feel
God has called and equipped to help our
congregation follow God’s will together.

FOLLOWING MORNING SERVICE 
JOIN US TODAY FOR OUR MINISTRY FAIR AND A

POTLUCK DOWNSTAIRS
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! POTLUCK

M
INSITRY FAIR
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